Severe hypomagnesemia induced by pentamidine.
The use of pentamidine for treating Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia in AIDS patients has increased the awareness of pentamidine-induced adverse reactions. We report a case of severe hypomagnesemia and concurrent hypocalcemia that occurred during therapy with intravenous pentamidine. Pentamidine therapy was subsequently changed to the nebulized route. Electrolyte imbalances were corrected after daily supplementation with high doses of magnesium and calcium. Clinicians should monitor for electrolyte imbalances which can be severe in patients receiving prolonged courses of pentamidine therapy.